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Raven’s Roost:  A Message from the Principal 
 
 I would like to commend our art teachers, Ms. Brown and Ms. Epperson, along with all of the 
gifted student artists for helping to make Youth Art month a great success.  The staff enjoyed 
wearing the art pins created by the students based on famous master painters. 
 
By the time you read this newsletter, we will be in the midst of spring break.  That signals the 
approach of our SOL tests and end of year exams.  Students are encouraged to take advantage 
of the weekly after school Math and English remediation sessions. 
 
I would like to thank Martha Lynch, Rachel Binger, Nancy Lasik and Susan Wise for their hard 
work in helping to make our production of Peter Pan a huge success.  The cast and numerous 
parent volunteers devoted hundreds of hours to this show.  I hope you were able to enjoy the 
results of that labor.  
 
I would also like to thank our parents for helping to make our magazine fundraiser sale a 
success.  Although the final tally will be determined after this article is submitted, our 
preliminary estimates indicate that we will be able to purchase several Smart Boards™ to 
augment the three in our inventory. 
       Bennett Lacy 

 Dates to Remember: 
 
April 2-6....................................Spring Break 
April 9...............8th Grade “I Have a Dream” 
April 10................7th Grade “Reptiles Alive” 
April 12................End of 3rd Grading Period 
April 13...........................Teacher Work Day 
April 14.......................... “Night At the Falls” 
.............................................at Potomac Falls  
April 16 & 17.......8th grade Drug Awareness 
........................................................Education 

 
 
April 18 & 19........................ Spring Portraits 
April 23 & 24.............Northern Virginia Aids 
...........................................................Ministry 
April 24....................PTA Meeting, 2:00 p.m. 
April 24.....................Report Cards Go Home 
April 25..........8th Grade Spectrum Field Trip 
 
Looking Ahead: 
May 28................................. Student Holiday 
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RIVER BEND MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
Principal..........................................Bennett Lacy 
Asst. Principal...............................Brenda Patton 
Asst. Principal..............................Michael Surma 
Attendance Secretary...................Truus Hidalgo 
Bookkeeper.................................Sandra Mueller 
Secretary....................................Dawn Mahoney 
Parent Liaison............................Tricia Anderson 

 
House A  (8th Grade) 

Dean...........................................Jennifer Brooks 
Counselor.....................................Ashley Harper 
Secretary..........................................Julie Bahun 
 

House B  (7th Grade) 
Dean.............................................Melissa Dober 
Counselor.............................Ann MacConnachie 
Secretary........................................Cathy Wilson 
 

House C  (6th Grade) 
Dean...................................................Neil Slevin 
Counselor..................................Sherri Robinson 
Secretary.......................................Derian Taylor 

 

School Hours:  
School hours are 8:30 am to 3:18 pm.  The 
building will be open for students at 8:00 a.m.  
Students will not be allowed in the building 
until 8:00 a.m. 

Bus Schedule: 
For the current bus schedule, go to the LCPS 
website at:               
(http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us).  Your child 
will need a note from a parent or guardian if 
they are not riding their regular bus or getting 
off at their regular stop. 

Attendance: 
River Bend  parents: we need your help! When 
your child is absent, please call the attendance 
line at (703) 444-7581 to notify the school. For 
your convenience, this is a 24-hour  answering 
machine.  An absence will  be unexcused if the 
school does not receive a note or a phone 
message from the parent or guardian. 

Tardy to School: 
Students tardy to school must be accompanied 
by a parent or have a note from their parent.  
They are to sign in at the main office and 
obtain a tardy slip, then sign in at their house 
office.  The tardy slip is given to their teacher 
when they report to class.  

Early Dismissals: 
Parents/Guardians:  If at all possible, please 
send a note in with your child the morning of 
an appointment.  The student’s house secretary 
will write a pass to excuse the student at the 
appropriate time.  This will alleviate the need 
to disrupt the classroom and your child will be 
waiting in the front office when you arrive.  

School Closings and Delays:   
Please check the Loudoun County web site
(http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us) for weather 
related information.  

Contact Information:  
It’s important that we have current address and 
phone information on all our students. 
If you change home, work, or cell phone 
numbers – just send a note with your child or 
call the school.  If you move, you’ll need to 
come into the main office to fill out a change- 
of-address form and show us new proof of 
residency in the form of a deed, lease, 
settlement papers or mortgage statement. 

 

TV Turn Off Challenge 
 

The library is sponsoring a TV Turn Off 
Challenge from April 23rd-April 27th.  
Participating students must turn off their 
TV, computer (except for homework), and 
agree not to watch  DVDs for the entire 
week.  Parents are asked to verify that their 
son/daughter has complied with the rules 
each day and sign a brochure that can be 
picked up in the library.  Turn in brochures 
at the library by Monday, April 30th. 
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The latest from the library... 

 

  
 

ALA awards for 2007: 
Andrew Carnegie Medal - for excellence in children's video 

Knuffle Bunny by Mo Willems, Weston Woods Studio, producers 
 

Caldecott Medal - for the most distinguished American picture book for children 
Winner – Flotsam by David Wiesner 
Honors – Gone Wild: An Endangered Animal Alphabet by David  
                 McLimans 
Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People  to Freedom   
              illustrated by Kadir Nelson, written by Carole Weatherford 
   

Mildred L. Batchelder Award - for an outstanding children's book translated from a foreign language and 
subsequently published in the United States 

Winner - The Pull of the Ocean by Jean-Claude Mourlevat 
Honor – The Killer’s Tears by Anne-Laure Bondoux 
                The Last Dragon by Silvana De Mari 
 

Newbery Medal - for the most outstanding contribution to children's literature 
Winner – The Higher Power of Lucky by Susan Patron 
Honor – Penny from Heaven by Jennifer L. Holm 
               Hattie Big Sky by Kirby Larson 
               Rules by Cynthia Lord 
  

Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Award - for most distinguished informational book for children 
Winner – Team Moon: How 400,000 People Lander Apollo 11 on          
                the Moon by Catherine Thimmesh 
Honor – Freedom  Riders: John Lewis and Jim Zwerg on the  
              Front  Lines of the Civil Rights Movement  
              by Ann Bausum 
             Quest for the Tree Kangaroo: An Expedition to the   
             Cloud Forest of New Guinea by Sy Montgomery 
             To Dance: A Ballerina’s Graphic Novel by Siena Siegal 
 

Theodor Seuss Geisel Award - for the outstanding book for beginning reader 
Winner – Zelda and Ivy: The Runaways by Laura Kvasnosky 
Honor – Mercy Watson Goes for a Ride by Kate DiCamillo 
               Move Over, Rover! By Karen Beaumont 
               Not a Box by Antoinette Portis 

 
 

Need Research help?  
Go to our RBMS library web page and link up to all the 
subscription sites that LCPS has to offer. http://
cmsweb1.loudoun.k12.va.us/509_4262125011/blank/
browse.asp?
A=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=54723 
 
Brochures with detailed information are available in the 
library. 
 

Miriam Cross 
Marty Smith 
Candace Barbaccia 
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Sherri Robinson, Lead Counselor and 6th Grade Counselor 
Ann MacConnachie, 7th Grade Counselor 

Ashley Harper, 8th Grade Counselor 

Counselor’s Corner 

6th Grade Classroom Guidance 
In 6th grade, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Slevin taught lessons on Acceptance and Team 
Work.  The students were encouraged to be more tolerant of other students’ ideas, 
opinions, and feelings. 
 
7th Grade  
7th graders have chosen their classes for next year!  Students selected their classes after 
participating in classroom presentations that informed them of the options available in the 8th 
grade.  Changes can be made through June 29th if necessary.  Please contact Miss 
MacConnachie if you have any questions.   
 
8th Grade News 
On March 28th, the entire 8th grade class went to Potomac Falls High School to learn about 
all of the sports, clubs and extracurricular activities that will be available to them next year.  
The 9th grade course selection process is complete! Students have chosen their classes for 
next year and are ready to go.  If you have any changes you want to make to your child's 
selections, please email or call Mrs. Harper with those requests.   There will be no more 
changes made to high school schedules after June 29th.   
  
Your child will receive a copy of their 9th grade course requests in the same envelope that 
you receive their 4th quarter report card.  Check over those requests and if you have any 
changes that need to be made at that point, you should direct your questions to Tamara 
Christman, Director of School Counseling and Guidance at Potomac Falls High School, 703-
444-7555.  She will not make any changes after June 29th.  Along with your 
child's course requests, you will also receive an Expungement Form in this envelope.  This 
form is important if your child is currently taking a high school credit course (Algebra 1, 
Geometry, Level 1 Foreign Languages) and you are not satisfied with their grade at the end 
of the year and you would like to erase their grade from their transcript.  This can only be 
done the summer before 9th grade.  Any course they take once they enter high school can 
never be expunged.   We encourage students to expunge high school credits taken in the 
8th grade if their final grade is a C+ or lower.  If you are in a position where you want this 
to be done for your child, you must fill out the form as soon as you receive it and get it to 
Tamara Christman at Potomac Falls High School. 
 
Thomas Jefferson and Academy of Science 
We had 18 students apply in the semi-final round for Thomas Jefferson HS - a rigorous 
process that is extremely stressful for the students.  We wish all of them good luck, and we 
will know later in April who made it in.  We had 27 students apply for the Academy of 
Science. This too is a competitive, stressful process....good luck AOS applicants! 
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Peer Ambassadors 
The RBMS Peer Ambassadors have been working very hard to get their website ready to 
launch.  We are coming very close and hope to have it up by late Spring.  This website will 
be a resource for teens that will include (but not be limited to): survival tips for middle 
school (what rising 6th graders need to know), Study Skills and Organizational tips for kids 
by kids, Character Quotes, real life teen scenarios in which students can submit their solution 
to the problem in the scenario, an anonymous advice box where kids can email in a question 
or problem and have it answered by Peer Ambassadors.  We are so excited about this 
project and think that once it is up and running, it will be a valuable resource for all 
students.  
 
Rising 6th Grade Information 
There was a parent orientation March 1st in the RBMS auditorium.  There will be an Open 
House, Tuesday August 28th from 4pm-7pm for all new students.  This will be an 
opportunity for self-guided tours throughout the building and a chance to open your locker.  
All 5th graders are currently in the course selection process.  5th grade teachers are making 
recommendations for next year and then parents are signing off on those recommendations.  
Mrs. Harper (who will be the 6th grade counselor next year) and Mr. Slevin (6th grade Dean) 
will begin visiting elementary schools beginning April 18th.  This will be a time for them to 
explain to the students what middle school is like, answer any questions they may have and 
also give the 5th graders an opportunity to see and hear from some current RBMS students.   
 
Academics 
The end of the 3rd grading period is April 12.  Failure letters for possible retention will be 
going out the week of April 16th.  Report cards are being sent home on April 24th. 
 
Summer Naturalist Program 
Claude Moore Park is looking for applicants eager to  assist in the preservation of the natural 
world.  Teenagers (ages 13-18) who enjoy being outdoors are encouraged to apply for 
volunteer positions as Summer Naturalist Interns. Interns must commit to volunteering a 
minimum of 10 hours per month in June, July  and August.  For more information, please call 
571-258-3703 or download applications  at www.loudoun.gov/prcs/parks/claude.htm  
 
Monroe Technology Center 
Summer Camps are being offered for rising 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students to explore and 
learn about exciting opportunities in a variety of career fields.  The camps will be held June 
25-29, 2007.  The daily camp schedule is 9:30-1:00 and the fee is $100.00. Students may 
pick up an application from their counselor.   Parents may contact Katy Warehime @ 
Katharine.Warehime@loudoun.k12.va.us or call her at (703) 771-6560. 

River Bend Middle School’s Daniel Kang to Compete at the State 
Geography Bee 

 
Congratulations and Good Luck to Daniel Kang! 

Daniel is competing at the state geography bee on March 30th in Virginia Beach. 



 

6 

Reminders From Your School Health Clinic Paula Bailey, RN 

We are seeing numerous students in the clinic with seasonal allergy symptoms. At this 
time of the year, you may need to send in allergy medication for your child. To help 
make this process easier, I have made medication forms available for downloading on 
the River Bend School (RBMS) web site. You will need to go to the clinic section on the 
RBMS web site and click on the area for medical forms.  You will also find a form to 
refresh your memory on the proper way that medication should be packaged and 
transported to the school. 
 
The students will be running the mile during gym class during the spring months. This 
can be a difficult time for asthmatics. If your child has permission from the doctor to 
carry their inhaler, please see that they have it with them during this time. Asthma 
forms are also available on the RBMS web site if you need one. 
 
I hope having these forms available will make things easier. If you have any questions 
I can be reached in the clinic during regular school hours (8:15 a.m. - 3:18 p.m.) at 
703-444-7575. 
 
Paula Bailey, RN 

NEW TUBERCULOSIS SCREENING REQUIREMENTS  
 
All new students entering Loudoun County Public Schools for the first  
 
time in school year 2007-2008 will be required to provide documentation  
 
that  a tuberculosis screening has been performed no sooner than three  
 
months prior to registration for school.  The documentation must be  
 
signed by a licensed health care provider and indicate that the student is  
 
free of communicable tuberculosis. Tuberculosis screenings can be  
 
performed at a physician’s office or through the Loudoun County Health  
 
Department.  
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS CONCERNING TUBERCULOSIS SCREENING 
 
1.         Why has the school board adopted this policy? 

 
All school employees are required to be screened for tuberculosis (TB).  The Loudoun County School 
Board adopted this policy of screening students as well at the recommendation of Dr. Goodfriend, the 
Director of the Loudoun County Health Department.   
 
The Northern Virginia area has experienced a rapid rise in TB cases in the past several years.  Screening 
children who may have been exposed to TB but are not yet sick is an important way to determine if 
others at home have active tuberculosis and to prevent children from becoming sick with tuberculosis in 
the future and exposing other students.  All of the surrounding counties in Northern Virginia have a 
similar requirement for tuberculosis screening to attend school.   

 
2.       My child is presently a student in Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS).  Does my child need a                   
              tuberculosis screening? 
 

 No.  Your child does not need a tuberculosis screening if he/she is a student in LCPS including the 
Early Childhood Special Education classes, Head Start, and the STEP Program.  When your child has a 
physical, your physician may want to perform a screening as a good health practice. 

 
3.          Is there a needle involved in this screening? 
 

 The screening itself is a questionnaire.  After answering the questions, the health care professional 
doing the screening may determine that it is necessary to perform a skin test, which consists of injecting 
a small amount of fluid just under the skin.  After 48-72 hours, the skin is checked for a reaction; if the 
skin test is positive, it means that the child was likely exposed to TB in the past.   A chest x-ray may be 
necessary to make sure they are not contagious.  

 
4.       My child is going to start kindergarten and had a physical examination in December, 2006, that included  
              a tuberculosis screening.  Does he need another tuberculosis screening? 
 

Yes.  The School Board policy states that the screening must be no more than three months prior to 
registration for school.  The earliest that the tuberculosis screening can be done for kindergarten is 
January 17, 2007.  For all other students new to LCPS, the screening must be performed no earlier than 
three months prior to registering for school. 

 
5.          What kind of documentation do I need to bring to school for this screening? 
 

You need to provide a statement or clearance form from your physician with your child’s name and date 
of birth that is signed and dated stating your child can be considered free of tuberculosis in a 
communicable form and may be admitted to school in Loudoun County.  This clearance form is 
available from your child’s school, on the LCPS website, or from most Loudoun County physicians’ 
offices.  This information can also be documented on page two of the Virginia School Entrance Health 
Form. 

 
6.           If my child does not have the tuberculosis screening the first day of school, can he/she attend class? 
  
 No.  Your child will be excluded until documentation is brought to school. 
 
7.          Where can I find more information about TB screening? 
 

More information is available from the CDC at www.cdc.gov/nchstp/tb/faqs/qa.htm.   
You can also contact the Health Department by phone at 703-771-5829 or by e-mail at 
david.goodfriend@loudoun.gov.   

http://www.cdc.gov/nchstp/tb/faqs/qa.htm�
mailto:david.goodfriend@loudoun.gov�
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NUEVOS REQUISITOS PARA EL EXAMEN DE LA TUBERCULOSIS 
 
Todos los estudiantes que entran a las escuelas de Loudoun County por primera  
 
vez en el año escolar 2007-2008, se les requiere que provean una documentación  
 
en la que indiquen que han tenido un examen de tuberculosis realizado menos de  
 
tres meses de la inscripción a la escuela.  Este documento tiene que ser firmado  
 
Por una persona con licencia para el cuidado de la salud y que indique que el  
 
estudiante está sano y libre de una tuberculosis comunicable.  El examen de la  
 
tuberculosis se puede hacer en la oficina de un doctor o por medio del  
 
Departamento de Salud del Condado de Loudoun.  

Preguntas Acerca del Examen de la Tuberculosis 
 
1.       Porqué la junta de las escuelas adopto esta política? 

Todos los empleados se les requieren un examen de tuberculosis.  La junta del condado de las escuelas de 
Loudoun adoptó esta política de que los estudiantes se hagan un examen de tuberculosis por la 
recomendación del Dr. Goodfriend, Director del Departamento de Salud del Condado de Loudoun.  
 
En la parte norte del estado de Virginia se ha experimentado un rápido crecimiento en casos de tuberculosis 
en los últimos años. Hacerle el examen a niños que han sido expuestos a la tuberculosis pero no están 
enfermos todavía es una manera muy importante  para determinar si hay otras personas en el hogar que 
tengan tuberculosis y también para prevenir otros niños de enfermarse con tuberculosis y exponer a otros 
estudiantes en un futuro.  Todos los otros condados alrededor de Virginia del norte tienen los mismos 
requisitos para el examen de tuberculosis para poder ir a la escuela.  

 
2.       Mi hijo/a es un estudiante en las escuelas de Loudoun County. Mi hijo/a necesita un examen de tuberculosis? 

 
No.  Su hijo/a no necesita un examen de tuberculosis  si el está asistiendo a la escuelas de Loudoun County 
incluyendo los programas PRE-escolares de educación especial, Head Start y Step.  Cuando su hijo/a tenga 
un examen físico, su doctor probablemente le va a hacer un examen de tuberculosis como una buena práctica 
para la salud.   
 

3.      El examen de tuberculosis requiere del uso de una aguja? 
 

El examen en si es un cuestionario.  Después de contestar las preguntas, el doctor/a que este haciendo el 
examen determinara si es necesario hacerle un examen de piel, el cual consiste en inyectar una pequeña 
cantidad de líquido debajo de la piel.  Después de 48-72 horas, se vuelve a revisar la piel para ver si hay 
alguna reacción; si el examen sale positivo, quiere decir que el niño/a ha estado expuesto a la tuberculosis en 
el pasado.  Será necesario hacerle un examen de rayos-x para determinar que no está contagiado.  

 
4.       Mi hijo/a va a empezar el programa de kindergarten y tuvo un examen físico en Diciembre del 2006, el cual 

incluyo un examen de tuberculosis.   Esto quiere decir que tiene que tener otro examen de tuberculosis? 
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Si. La junta de las escuelas especifica que el examen no debe ser realizado menos de tres meses antes de la                  
inscripción de su hijo/a a la escuela. Lo mas temprano que se debe hacer el examen para kindergarten es el  
17 de Enero del 2007.  Para todos los otros estudiantes nuevos a las escuelas de Loudoun County, el 
examen debe ser realizado menos de tres meses antes de la inscripción a la escuela.    

 
5.      Que clase de documentos necesito traer a la escuela para este examen? 

Tiene que proveer un informe o una forma de su doctor con el nombre de su hijo/a y el día de nacimiento, 
que sea firmada y con la fecha informando que su hijo/a están libres de tuberculosis comunicable y que 
pueden ser admitidos a las escuelas de Loudoun County.  

 
● Esta forma está disponible para su hijo/a en la escuela, Página de Internet de las escuelas de Loudoun 

County y en la mayoría de los consultorios de los doctores en el Condado de Loudoun.  
 

● Esta información también se puede poner en la pagina dos de la forma de salud de Virginia para la 
inscripción.  

 
6.     Si mi hijo/a no tienen el examen de la tuberculosis para el primer día de la escuela, pueden asistir a clase? 
 

No. Su hijo/a será excluido hasta que no haya traído la forma a la escuela.  
 

7.      Donde puedo encontrar más información acerca del examen de la tuberculosis? 
 

Puede encontrar más información en la Página del Internet www.cdc.gov/nchstp/tb/faqs/qa.htm. 
También puede llamar al Departamento de Salud al (703) 771-5829 o por e-mail a  

          david.goodfriend@loudoun.gov.  

 
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology 

18 SEMI FINALISTS  
 
 
River Bend is honored to announce that 18 eighth graders achieved the   distinction of 
being semi finalists to the class of 2011 Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and 
Technology.  They have attained this honor because of their hard work, wide reading, 
extracurricular studies, and academic successes. Everyone at River Bend is incredibly 
proud of these students and wishes each of them the best of luck in the final round.   
 
Good luck to: 

Somayah Allibhai-Mawani 
Matt Baker 
Sabina Batchvarova 
Charlotte Brochu 
Mircea Cernev 
Garrett Collins 
Olivia Hurley 
Jeremy Juliane 
Brian Kuo 
 

Katie Lin 
Rachael Pridemore 
Nicolas Rohr 
Kathryn Russ 
Samantha Schipani 
Tim Tosh 
Thuy Tran 
Alexandra Von Keszycki 
Ben Waters 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchstp/tb/faqs/qa.htm�
mailto:david.goodfriend@loudoun.gov�
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The BUG Club is an incentive program for students to Bring Up Grades.  Students earn 
membership by receiving better grades on their current report cards than they did the 
previous quarter.  Students must improve one letter grade in one or more subjects 
without dropping a letter grade in any class; they may not have any D or F grades.  
These students were invited to a reception to encourage their continued hard work and 
dedication to earning good grades.   
 
Congratulations to the following students:  

8th Grade  
Bacari Asbury 
Delaney Bevan 
Leigh Ann Bowden 
Connor Brandt 
Charlotte Brochu 
Matthew Byrd 
Joseph Caccia 
Anwar Causey 
Nicole Ciehoski 
Matthew Clark 
Amna Ehsan 
John Fengya 
Natalia Fernandez 
Paige Fikac 
Grace Frantz 
Brody Frost 
Lucas Gray 
Tanisha Jarvia 
Brett Johnson 
Hee Joo 
Ryan Kuhn 
Katie Lantzy 
Raquel Lewin 
Patrick Listopad 
Kaitlyn McClung 
Sydney Meyer 
Nick Mogensen 
Quincy Murphy 
Ben Petersen 
Morgan Piskadlo 
Tami Roy 
David Sargent 
Mindy Tang 
Brennan Trippler 
Kyle Tsao 
Michelle Viljoen 
Brandon Waggener 

Natalie Wahl 
Cassidy Wooldridge    
 
7th Grade  
Mostafa Askarzada  
Marguerite Benedict  
Ayon Basu  
Kaeley Brady  
Paul Camacho  
Autumn Chuang 
Aaron Crack  
Kelsey Evans  
Eoghan Foley 
Ryan Fort  
Lauren Gallisa  
Brittane Gasser  
Megan Gloeckner 
Nicole Glover  
James Gomez 
Julie Griffin  
Jasmin Grindle  
Payal Handa  
Kathryn Hitchcock  
Matthew Johnson 
Daniel Kang  
Alexander Karasek  
Eric Khau  
Hamed Khawaja  
Joshua Klein  
Paige LeRiche  
Daniel Mahoney 
John Mahoney  
CJ Mazzan  
Seth Miller  
Hassan Nasir  
D’Ondre Rhyne  
Hugo Rivas-
Hernandez  

Analucia Rojas  
Madeline Ross  
Maria Rossell Carbajal  
Devin Runco  
Mustafa Salah  
Christian Sanabria  
Alicia Saunders  
Margaret Schroeder  
Nicholas Shafer  
David Shaup  
Austin Shuff  
Abby Smith  
Derek Smith 
Haris Syed  
Jessica Williams  
Kendra Winborne  
Kendall Wise  
Diana Woodrum 
Keyvan Zarafshar 
 
6th Grade  
Jasmine Alizadeh 
Hana Baktash 
Mackenzie Barclay 
Zeeshan Bhatti 
Celine Bobolsky 
Corey Bolyard 
Kayla Carlton 
Sean Carney 
Zachery Causey 
James Collins 
Alexander Cooney 
Emily Corrigan 
Madeline Courtney 
Julian Cronan 
Victoria Daczkowski 
Dax Della Penna 
Laina Dice 

Gabriella Durgin 
Brian Firsching 
Grace Fitzgerald 
Alisa Fomenko 
Melissa Guidry 
Jessica Hansen 
Solveig Haugen 
Mary Howley 
Deeba Izadpanah 
Dongwook Kim 
Amani Kirk 
James Kubokawa 
Kyra Larson 
Joseph Lehning 
Nicholas Macioce 
Carly Marx 
Javier Mery 
Holly Mode 
Samantha Normand 
Christina Orlando 
Zachary Provant 
Dianna Ritchie 
Jeff Rivera 
Timothy Roth 
Amanullah Sadr 
Jason Santa-Cruz 
Dawson Scholbe 
Shruti Simlot 
Lauren Sturman 
Christopher Tapia 
Andrew Tedd 
Jacob Wajsgras 
Zachary Wajsgras 
Ian Waltz 
Stacey Weller 
Anna Zembar 

BUG Club 
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Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Offers Incredible Scholarships to 7th Graders 

The Jack Kent Cooke Young Scholars Program is a remarkable opportunity for 
high-achieving students with financial need to receive individualized educational 
opportunities and advising to enrich their development throughout high school.   

  
Each year academically gifted seventh-grade students are eligible to apply for the 

Jack Kent Cooke Young Scholars Program.  The average family income for 
Scholars is $35,000.  Approximately 70 students will be selected across the nation 
in 2007.  The Young Scholars Program is one of the most uniquely personalized 

and generous scholarship experiences in the United States. 
 

The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Young Scholars Program provides individualized 
educational opportunities and advisement throughout high school to high-

achieving students with financial need.  Students must be in seventh grade to 
apply.  Previous Young Scholars have used the funding to participate in academic 
summer programs, extracurricular lessons, distance learning courses, and other 

educational opportunities to help them reach their fullest potential.  The 
Foundation will select approximately 70 students from across the nation in 2007.  

Applications are now available on the Foundation’s Web site and must be received 
by May 7, 2007.  To download the application and receive more information 

about the Young Scholars Program, please visit 
www.jackkentcookefoundation.org.  

 
 

For more information please see Dr. Talbot or Ms. Macconnachie, the 7th grade 
counselor. 

 
 

Time is running out to purchase a 06-07 River Bend Yearbook.  You still have the opportunity 
to order a yearbook on line, however the website has changed.   

If you choose to order online, please go to the River Bend main webpage.   
Scroll down and click on the line that says Yearbook Information.    

Yearbooks are $30 and online orders are payable only by credit card. 
 

We will also be offering a final chance to reserve a yearbook at school.  Order forms for this 
sale will be located outside Computer Lab 3.  The cost will be $30.  Payment can either be in 

cash (exact change only!) or a check, payable to River Bend Middle School.   
During the weeks of April 9th-12th and 16th-20th, a table will be set up in  

front of Computer Lab 3 where  students can drop off their  
order forms and money.   

This will be the final time you can reserve a yearbook! 
 

Yearbooks are full of messages and memories!   
Find out what yours will be by purchasing a River Bend 06-07 Yearbook! 

YEARBOOK 
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January Contest Top Scores 
 

Continental Math League is a national competition that lasts five months.  Each month, 
students compete by solving detailed, high-level reading/math problems.  Round Four 
of the Continental Math League, coordinated by Dr. Talbot, took place in February.  
The top six scores for each grade are submitted as River Bend’s team scores for that 
grade level.  A perfect team score of 36 was submitted for 7th Grade.  Way to go 7th 
Graders!! Fantastic!   
 
The following students achieved PERFECT scores on the February contest!!!  
 

   
 
     
 
 
 
The current River Bend grade level leaders for all three meets are: 
8th grade:  First Place- Nick Hergenroeder   

Second Place- Alex Baird, Ben McGhee, Matt Clark, &  
Mircea  Cernev 
Third Place- Samantha Schipani & Jessica Eversmeyer 
 

7th grade:  First Place-Daniel Mares  
Second Place- Ryan Anderson, Daniel Jang, & Vansh Kumar 
Third Place- Billy Borman 

 
6th grade: First Place- Lamiya Zaveri 
  Second Place- Frank Daniels &  

Third Place- Shawn Atienza, Sarah Ahart, Maria Gibney & Carolin Perez 
   
We are proud of the great work by all the students who participated in the February 
Continental Math League contest!  Keep up the good work!  The final meet is held in 
March and the final results will be published in  April . Remember, spend as much time 
reading and understanding the directions and the problems as you do answering them! 
 

Continental Math League    

 
 

                        The River Bend Spelling Bee Champions  
for each grade level are.... 

 
6th Grade:  Ariana Staffen,  7th Grade:  Daniel Jang,   

8th Grade:  John Fengya 
 
                    Congratulations for all your hard work! 

8th Grade:      
Nick Hergenroeder 
 
 

7th Grade: 
Ryan Anderson 
Billy Borman 
Daniel Jang   

 
Vansh Kumar 
Daniel Mares 
Payam Pourtaheri 
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By Tricia Anderson 
River Bend Parent Liaison 

Email: Panders1@loudoun.gov 

It was good to see many of you come in for breakfast with your student during National School 
Breakfast week.  I love to see parents finding ways to spend more time with their kids and the cafeteria 
was glad to have you!  Thanks to Elmer Cruz and his cafeteria team for sponsoring the week.  Thanks 
also to those of you who turned in the Parent Surveys.  Your time and thoughts are much appreciated.  
We will be tallying and reporting the results soon and letting you know what is going well and what we 
plan to do to make our school better.  If you didn’t get to fill out a survey – it’s never too late.  Your 
inputs are always welcome! 
 
There are a few special events coming up this month.  Loudoun County Parks & Rec is holding the first 
ever Peace in the Streets 5K run in Sterling on April 14th at 8:30 am. The goal of the race is to stop youth 
violence and delinquency and promote peace, health and fitness in our community.  The race is open to 
children and adults 9 years and older.  It’s a great family event, with a great cause and I encourage you 
to participate with your families!  For more information call Carlos Vera, Youth & Community 
Outreach Specialist,  at 571-258-3195 or visit the website at www.loudoun.gov/prcs.  I also have flyers 
and registration forms available at school.  Check the main office or have your kids ask at their house 
offices. 
 
Another event on April 14th is the first Annual Parent Involvement Symposium, sponsored by LCPS’s 
Outreach Office and Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee.   The keynote speaker will be 
Dr. Adolph Brown III, who is a motivating and dynamic speaker.  Participants will choose two 
workshops to attend, from a list that includes How to Help Your Child Succeed in School, Bullying, 
Gang Awareness, Good Nutrition, Immigration Laws, and Parenting Teenagers.  The conference will 
take place at Stone Bridge HS from 8:30 am – 1:00 pm.  Registration is free, but you must pre-register.   
Please contact me if you are interested in attending.  It’s going to be an interesting and informative 
event! 
 
The other event taking place in April is TV Turnoff Week, April 23-29.  I know that the thought of no 
TV for a whole week strikes fear in the hearts of most of us!  But let me tell you why less television 
would be a good thing.  Four decades of research has shown that children who watch a lot of TV tend to 
read less and perform relatively poorly in school.  It takes very little mental effort to follow a TV show.  
It takes a lot of effort to read and understand a book or a teacher’s directions.  Children who are used to 
being spoon-fed information by television are unprepared for the mental effort required to do well in 
school.  Research has also shown an undeniable connection between TV violence and aggressive 
behavior in children. And, of course, time spent in front of the TV is time not spent socializing with 
friends.  “Compared to watching television, almost any activity will stimulate greater intellectual 
development, nurture the imagination, reduce cynicism, and foster a closer child-parent 
relationship” (www.LimiTV.org).   I challenge you to participate in TV Turnoff Week!  The school 
librarians are running a TV Turnoff challenge program for the students.  Have them stop by the library 
and check it out!  If you can’t manage a week, try limiting the time you and your families spend in front 
of the TV.  There are lots of other activities you can do instead, like playing games, reading, trying a 
new craft, going outside (now that it’s spring!).   Give it a try and let me know what works for your 
family! 
 
For more information go to www.tvturnoff.org or www.limitv.org. 
 
“The remarkable thing about television is that it permits several million people to 
 laugh at the same joke and still feel lonely.”     -- T.S. ELIOT 

http://www.loudoun.gov/prcs�
http://www.limitv.org/�
http://www.tvturnoff.org/�
http://www.limit.org/�
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PTA Website is updated.  Please add to favorites and check it out!! 
http://cmsweb1.loudoun.k12.va.us/rbms/site/default.asp go to Parents tab 
then PTA Information for our website area.  Membership form, Board contact 
list, Meeting dates, Calendar of events at the tip of your finger now!! 

President:  Cathy Underwood 
Vice President:  Michele Dillistin 
Treasurer:  Gail Itshner 
VIE Coordiniator: Mary Murry 

It has been five years since River Bend opened its doors and put on its first musical 
production, The Wiz .  Martha Lynch has been here since that first musical to direct 
The Wiz, Bye Bye Birdie, Hello Dolly, and 42nd Street  with hundreds of River Bend 
students.  Last year she taught many of them to tap for the production of 42nd Street 
and some students loved it so much they went on to take tap lessons. This year with 
Peter Pan, a group of students learned to fly.  This was an experience I’m sure they 
will never forget.  We would like to thank Martha for the time, energy, and expertise 
that she brings to River Bend.   She puts on a phenomenal production!   
  
We want to thank Rachel Binger for helping with the music and conducting the band 
for Peter Pan.   Also, thanks to the many volunteers who put in numerous hours 
building and painting our sets to transform the stage into a magical  wonderland.   
These volunteers have sewn costumes, found props, chaired  and sold concessions, 
chaired and baked for the cast party, put together our program, photographed the 
crew, chaired and sold tickets, and supervised the cast and crew. They deserve our 
gratitude and appreciation.   Finally, to all the volunteers in the band and technical 
crew that ran the lights and sound board, thank you!   Peter Pan would 
not have been a success without each and every one of you.  
 
Thanks,  
Susan Wise and Nancy Lasik 

 
Are you still looking for something to do this summer?  Maybe you’re interested in going to the 
Virginia Space Academy or to the Summer in the Arts program?  Perhaps you’d like to attend a 
summer camp on a college campus? 
 
Check out some of the possibilities listed on the River Bend Middle School Spectrum Web 
page. 
 
6th and 7th Grades have worked hard reading directions and completing math problems to solve 
a mystery, Mr. Marfil’s Last Will and Testament. 
 
The 8th grade has finished their final activity for the ethics unit and their posters are going to 
hang in the hallways for all to read. Dr. Talbot presented the ethics unit at the March 10th 
Conference of the Northern Virginia Council for Gifted and Talented Education. 
 
Upcoming Event:  April 25, 2007-8th Grade Field Trip to Scholastic Challenge at Heritage High 
School.  

Spectrum Dr. Talbot 
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        Phone: 703-450-4121 

RIVER BEND MIDDLE SCHOOL         
“Home of the Ravens” 
46240 Algonkian Parkway 
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If, due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to participate meaningfully in a meeting or conference, etc., please 
contact Mrs. Brenda Patton at 703-444-7574 at least five working days prior to the meeting. 
 
Servicios Especiales  -  Si por alguna razón de salud usted necesitara asistencia  (silla de ruedas, alguien que maneje hasta el 
colegio, etc.) para poder atender una de las actividades, sea una conferencia, reunión, evento, etc. por favor contacte al Sra. 
Brenda Patton al 703-444-7574 con por lo menos 5 días anteriores al evento.  Si fuera necesario los servicios de un intérprete 
para participar de actividades, conferencias, reuniones, eventos o algún programa, por favor contacte a la escuela con la misma 
anticipación. 
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